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Texas Facade,

ICF at its Core

ICFs couple with environmental
features for a healthy homerun

) LYSSA MYSKA ALLEN

“IT'S KIND OF LIKE YOU WANNA EAT YOUR OWN DOG FOOD,” SAYS THEO
KRENEK, PRESIDENT OF TEK CONSTRUCTION, INC., “I WANTED TO TRY IT OUT ON
MYSELF BEFORE | ENLISTED CLIENTS IN THE FIELD TO DO THIS FOR THE FIRST TIME.”

Krenek, a 14-year veteran of the construction business, started working with concrefe forms

a mere two years ago when he built his own home with ICFs. “I built my home fo have it

as a catalyst to show people.”

After researching all the options, Krenek concluded that concrete fit his “extreme green

focus” while prov ding both :|f3><i:)i|it\;,- and permanence. He started construction on his own
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home in Driftwood, Texas, in October of
2005. He engaged in doing the ICF work
himself to learn how o work with subcen-
fractors in the future. A year later, his family
of seven had a new 5,000 square fool
Texas Colonial house.

He

fo promote the compenents of his exireme

has now revamped his enfire business

green philosophy: ICF construction, passive
solar home design, reflective roofing, duaHue
HVAC systems, and other energy-saving fea-
tures like insulation, tankless water heaters, En-
ergy Star applionces and fluorescent lighfing.
But while consumers are inferested in |e-:1rr“=ir1g

about concrete construchion, Krenek's current

clients have been a bit slow on the uptake.

"Pecple that are inexperienced with il
think, ‘oh, a concrefe home, it's gonna look
like a shopping mall”” So rather than try
to convince people by enumerating the
benefits—reduced energy consumption and
thereby cost, as well as comfort, perma-
nence, and protection from the elements—
Krenek set out to demonstrate concrete’s
superiority fo traditional D',-i|di'wg. “You have
your own home, you can just bring people
any fime you want to lock: al it, that's the
real reason [he built the house]... you can
show them that you can have your lime

rent

stone house and have something diff

behind the wall structure.”

The enfire outside of Krenek's house is
imestone quarried from nearby Jerrell, and the
inside is dotted with native Texas woods. He
fried fo stick with indigenous materials in part

fo prove his point that you can have a fradi

fional home with his extreme green concrefe
construction. For instance, F:ol'ches are con-
sidered essential in temperate Texas. "Porches
are somefhing we can use for an exiended
period of time, we use them from March to
December pretty much. But they also have

the function to shield the sun off of all your

windows, so it allows you to reduce the heal
gain from your windows fremendously.”

ar home design is part of

That passive so

ach fo extreme green

Krenek's holisiic app

home building. He fries to posiion homes he

ouilds fo utilize the sun's energy in the winter but

to limit its impactin the surmmer. His new home is

about 15 percent off of an optima placement.
Part of his penchant for the technical aspects

of building stem from his engineering and [T
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would like to live in too, ten or fifteen years

down the road. It's kind of like in the old days,

®
where so- sa built the house ¢ J it'e i > .

here so-and-so built the l\.m\.e and it's like, Integrated safety rail: :
well, that's Bill Woolbarger's house, and ev reduces liability and .
evc-ody knows it tor centuries as that house, lost time accidents 2 fe
That's what | wanted to do: 'Yeah, that's the
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Krenek reiterates that concrete construc- makes work safer
tion isn’t part of a green trend or d 4
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global warming. “It mokes sense to do i

’ ; i mean fast setup, ate D 3 Dre

anyway,” he says, "because it's the right f
way to build a house that's permanent, that adjustments and DFQ able 10D
requires very little maintenance and over- tear down

head; and it provides so many exira benefits

that it more than offsets the slight addition in Qualiﬁed distributors please Ca"

cost it may incur on building the structure.”

The Driftwood home will be a stop on this 81 4-336-6549 for more information'

year's Christmas in the Hills Tour of Homes

benefiting the Dripping Springs Community

Library. Krenek is excited about that because

it will be the first time there's been a house an HCONCREn]:E : Conc rete

the tour where the attention is focused on the
never looked so good.

house's construction rather than its decora- 4
1

tion (though the il be ornaments aplenty). :
R e Subscribe today and you'll save almost

He continues, "From the perspective of living 50% off the cover price

in a home, | have seen no disadvantages. Af- £ :
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ter experiencing it and doing if, this is, in my

mind, the only way to do my own home.” §

For more intormahon, visit fekconst.com




